
EASS Cross Country  

Thirty-one pupils represented the school at the East Anglian Special Schools Cross Country held at   
Taverham Hall School.  Pupils were placed into one of six races - U13 Girls, U13 Boys, U15 Girls, U15 
Boys, U17 Girls and U17 Boys.  Competitors were rewarded points for their position, which were then 
totalled up in their categories.  The Taverham Hall course was very challenging and really tested our  
pupils’ fitness and mentality.   As a result, the team brought back to the school an array of silverware 
consisting of the U13 Boys’ Cup, U13 Girls’ Cup, Girls’ Team Shield and the EASS Team Shield.  What a 
fantastic achievement from our Cross Country Team! 

Paralympic Festival 
 
Pakefield High School Sports Leaders and staff organised and ran a Paralympic 
Festival at the Water Lane Leisure Centre and Sixth Form College.  Key Stage 2 
pupils took part in a wide variety of sporting activities and games during the 
event.   
Children were split into four teams and competed against ten other Lowestoft 
and Beccles primary schools in boccia, archery, indoor curling, blind football, 
wheelchair basketball and much more. 
Teams were rewarded points for their efforts in all the activities which were 
collated at the end of the festival. 
Ashley pupils were delighted to be awarded third place overall and the Fair Play 
Trophy.     

NCFC Community Sports Foundation  
 
Darren Hunter (NCFC Coach) has been visiting the school 
every Friday afternoon to organise an extracurricular club 
for Key Stage 2 pupils.  The club has been attracting over 
sixteen pupils each week where they have been enjoying a 
variety of football games and skills activities.  Darren has 
also been staying after lunch to support our Key Stage 4 PE 
programme.  Pupils in Year 10 and 11 have had the chance 
to take part in futsal sessions during period four.  This is 
great preparation for the final round of the NCFC Grand 
Prix League to be held in May.     

KS2 Matball Tournament  
 
Year 10 and 11 Sports Leaders helped organise and run a Key Stage 2 Matball Tournament held at the 
Ashley School during the Spring Term.  Albert Pye Primary and Gunton Primary attended the tournament 
setting up a World Cup style event alongside our pupils from Key Stage 2.  Each school entered two teams 
providing enough to have two leagues of three.  Teams played each other once to decide who would 
make it through to the final.  In the end it was Ashley Lions who would face the Gunton Giants to see who 
would become overall winners.  In a thrilling final Gunton Giants were victorious winning 7-4. 
A special mention must go to our excellent Sports Leaders who led the warm ups, officiated the games, 
provided refreshments and presented their own designed certificates to all who took part.  Great job   
everyone. 

KS3/4 Basketball Club  
 
During the first half of the Summer Term Key Stage 3 and 4 pupils have had the opportunity 
to attend a lunch time basketball club.  The extracurricular activity is run by our local School 
Games Organiser, Jeffrey Hoey.  Pupils have been practising and developing their skills with 
Jeffrey and the school hopes that some pupils will take up the chance to join Jeffrey’s      
basketball club at Water Lane Leisure Centre.     

Newsletter April 2016 
 

Welcome to The Ashley School Academy Trust April Newsletter. 
Visit our website at www.ashleyschool.co.uk  

Sport Relief 2016 a huge success! 
 
On Friday 18th March The Ashley School held a range of activities to help raise money for the Sport 
Relief charity appeal. Pupils were encouraged to attend in non-uniform sports related clothing for a 
donation of £1.  
Pupils had been busy before the day, collecting sponsorship for the ‘Walk a Mile’ fun run, and the 
weather was very kind to us on the day, with almost every pupil taking part in the event, which was 
organised by Mr Deacon, our new sports teacher.  
Mrs George, our new Food Technology teacher, did some baking with various groups of pupils and 
held a grand cake sale. The sale was a great success, and every single cake and biscuit was sold. 
KS3 & KS4 pupils, supported by staff, organised lots of fun games based around a variety of sports, 
and all pupils had the chance to try their luck at winning a prize.  
The day was a great success and it was lovely to see so many children having a great time, and 
showing such enthusiasm in helping to raise money for this very worthwhile cause.  
The School Council are delighted to announce that as a result of the wonderful generosity shown by 
our school community, between us we raised over an astounding £900 for charity. A massive thank 
you to all who took part, and a big well done to you all.  
Mr J McCallum  -KS4 tutor/Chair of School Council 

 
 
 
 

Here’s our first Summer Term Newsletter, as usual it is full of celebrations, achievements, information and         
forthcoming events.  
However, I’d like to start by thanking Juliet Lehair for her time as a Parent Governor on our Trust Board. Her voice 
was really valuable and has helped improve our partnership with parents. Sadly Juliet has resigned from this role 
leaving a vacancy.  
Are you interested in joining Mr David Payne and Mr Torsten McKie as a Parent Governor on our Board? If so 
please call Donna Petty, our clerk, to discuss further. Looking forward to hearing from you. 
Ms Sally Garrett  



SNAPE 
 
Last year we were contacted by Aldeburgh music who asked if we would like to work with them on a project. 8R were chosen to work 
with Alfie and Kim from Aldeburgh music. It was decided to focus on singing and the use of technical equipment to create sound effects. 
The group focused on the songs from Friday Afternoon, a project started in the centenary year of the birth of Benjamin Britten. In      
November the pupils from 8R travelled to Snape Maltings to join in with hundreds of other school children to sing ten songs specially 
written for the event. 8R continued to work on three of these songs with the aim to perform in The School Celebration of Music at 
Snape in March. Five children from 8R were joined by seven other key stage three pupils and travelled to Snape to perform on this great 
stage. The children also took part in a workshop with Sarah Jewell and Alex Wilson, to learn 
the “Finale Song” and went on to the other six schools to rehearse and perform the uplifting 
song “Restore Me”. During a break from stage the children entertained staff with an         
impromptu rendition of “Hello” by Adele when Mike from Aldeburgh took to the piano after 
hearing the girls say they could sing it. A very moving moment. The children’s stage           
performance was outstanding and they exited from the finale singing and dancing with Sarah 
Jewell. A brilliant opportunity and experience for those children. Well done to those who 
took part.   
Karen Delf  

KS4 English 
 
Six Year 11 pupils have been working hard, over two years, following the English 
IGCSE syllabus. This is the first time that any pupil in the school’s history has    
undertaken this examination course and they have shown real resilience and   
determination. After producing a portfolio of four pieces of written coursework, 
presenting a speech and discussing a topical issue, pupils 
had to sit a reading paper and answer questions from 
two passages. As a result, their confidence has increased 
and they feel really proud of their efforts. We look        
forward to receiving the results in August. 
Mrs Redrup 

Oulton Broad Water Sports Centre 
 
Come along to our open day on Saturday 7th May between 10.00am and 4.00pm at Nicholas Everitt’s Park, Oulton Broad. 
On the day you can try kayaking, canoeing and sailing. Invite your family and friends for 
a great day out!  
During Whitsun half term we will be running our Water Week for children aged          
between 8-16. For more information contact the school on 01502 565439.  

Key stage 2 went to Farm Fair at Trinity Park, we enjoyed our packed lunch outside even though it was 
quite cold! We looked at lots of different animals, we even managed to hold and stroke some, it was a 
great day although it was a long way to go. 4P have got through to the semi-final with their pink pig 
creation made from recycled containers.  

Pupil and Family Support Team 
 
We are rapidly approaching a busy time at The Ashley School Academy Trust. We will soon be welcoming in our new pupils as part of 
our transition program and will be looking for some of our current students to help out. We will be busy planning and organising the 
new pupils to come and visit our school and have a look around with the view to them joining us for a couple of days in July. We are 
also starting to  think about those pupils who will be moving key stages this year and how we can support them with their move. We 
are busy getting some transition booklets ready so that people know exactly where to go and who they’ll see. Exciting things are    
coming up so watch this space!   

Term Dates - 

We break up for May half term on Thursday 26th May (Friday 27th is a PD Day) 
Pupils return to school on Monday 6th June.  
 

Attendance - 

A big well done to the following pupils who attained 95% to 100% attendance during last term! 

 

 

4P 

Lisa 
Deimantas 
Ben 
Leo 
George 
Maisie  

5L 

Gabrielle  
Eugene 
Sam 
Max  
Rhiannah 
Maxi 
Keelan  
 
 

 

6S 

Lacy 
Alastair 
Rudi 
Chelsey 
Courtney 
Luke 
Harrison 
Chloe 
Connor 
 

7B 

Rhys 
Alex 
Tom 
Harley 
Eden 
Chloe 
Emily 
Matty  
 

8R 

Eleanor 
Harry 
Joshua 
Conor 
Lewis 
Ebony 
Eoin 
Leah 
Jackie 
Mia 

8S 

Samuel 
Kayleigh 
Taylor 
Joshua 
Ewan 
Connor 
Abi 
Cerys  
Jack 
 

9B 

Solomon 
Lucy 
Adam 
Elina 
Jade 
Bubacar 
David 
Amee 
Mya  
Max 
 

9T 

Filandra 
Aiden 
Reece 
Shane 
Charly 
Jordan 
Luke 
Brandon 
Dylan 
Tom 
Kacey 

10A 

Kyle  
Gary 
Ellie 
Michael 
Nicholas 
Bradley 

10Mc 

Adam  
John 
Crystal 
David 
Callam 
Samuel 
Lewis 
Daniel 
 

11H 

Liam E 
Liam F 
Mitchell 
Rebecca 
Cameron 
Amber  
 

 

11M 

Dylan 
Lewis 
Luke K 
Luke W 
 

 

Parents/Carers Get together   
 
Great to see so many of you at this month’s Get Together. Good to meet some new faces too.  
We had further discussions about ideas to offer a Summer School for some days this Summer. It was agreed that such 
a provision would be very welcome. There will be more information about this project in due course. This year will be 
the first time for many years that there has been the opportunity of a Summer School and so therefore this year will 

be a pilot to see what works well. So any ideas prior to the Summer School starting and feedback afterwards would be really helpful.  
We also began thinking about creating a fundraising social evening for families. Various ideas have been suggested, family BBQ, sports 
evening, quiz night, bingo night. More information will hopefully be available soon.  
We had representatives from DIAL to offer support and advice about claiming Disability Living Allowance (DLA). Personal independence 
payments (PIPs) as well as other financial advice. If you would like support, please contact Denise on 01502511333. 
We recognise that for some parents and carers coming over to Lowestoft for the Get Together can be difficult. In the future we would 
like to hold a similar meeting closer to the homes of families living further from school. If you are interested, please contact the school.  
We are a friendly, informal group and everyone is welcome. We have carers, Grandparents, Mum’s and Dad’s from all key stages join 
us.  
Thursday 19th May, there will be an opportunity to meet Louise Holmes our new Transition Support Worker. She will be able to tell 
you more about life after Ashley School. She has a wealth of knowledge about the transition to college as well as other opportunities.  
We meet 1pm- 2.30pm. Please come to the main reception in school, it would be lovely to see you.  
If you would like further information about the Get Together, please contact school and ask to speak to Sam Bover.  
Thank you.  

Putting our Families First 
 
Last summer we began working with The National Association of Family Information Services. (NAFIS) 
The aim was to meet various standards of excellence and demonstrate how as a school we put families 
first and work with them.  
We recognise and value how important it is to work with our pupils’ families as well as our pupils. We believe that joint working can 
enhance learning and developmental opportunities for all.  
Thank you once again to those families who were able to come into school and meet with our assessors, sharing their experiences and 
giving feedback as to how we might be more effective in supporting them and their child.  
We are very pleased to share with you that we have recently completed our assessment and have achieved an award. This is a time for 
celebration as we are delighted to have been awarded a certificate and recognised as showing good practice when working with our 
families.  
Of course we shall continue to build and develop home/school partnerships and support our pupils and families in the best ways        
possible. Sam Bover  

Outreach 

This is an exciting time for The Ashley Outreach Team as we are now working in partnership with The Outreach Team from The Priory 
School in Bury St Edmunds to form a unique service - SENDAT (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Academy Trust).  Although 
working collaboratively, we continue to be based at The Ashley School and work to support our local schools as we have always 
done.  Working with a bigger team means that schools can now draw on lots of specialised services to continue to provide high-quality 
support for pupils and staff. 


