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Thank you for your interest in the Future of Specialist Education Provision review. 
 
Following the paper presented to Cabinet on 8 December 2015, we have made some 
amendments to the process and timetable. 
 
We would like to gather further information on a range of options that have arisen from the 
previous review before developing our proposals for the formal consultation. 
 
There will therefore be two distinct stages to gathering your views. Firstly, an options 
review phase, which will then be followed by the formal consultation. 
 
An information pack will be provided for the options review. This will be available on the 
Suffolk County Council website when the review phase starts. We will also produce a 
consultation information pack containing the proposals for consultation and this will also be 
made available on our website when the consultation starts. 
 
We will of course make arrangements for the documents to be made available in 
alternative formats or provide assistance in responding where required. 
 
The revised key dates are as follows: 
 

11 January – 7 February 
2016 

Options review phase 

This is a 4 week period where you have the opportunity to give your views on a 
range of options we are proposing for the Future of Special Education Provision in 
Suffolk. You can also suggest other ideas for us to consider. 

14 March – 24 April 2016 
Formal consultation on proposed changes to Special 
Education Provision. 

This is a 6 week formal consultation period where you can make representations to 
the Council. These can be both expressions of support or objections to the 
proposals. This is the final opportunity for people and organisations to make their 
views known. Consultation briefing sessions will take place during this period 
including special arrangements to ensure we capture the voice and opinions of 
children and young people. 

17 May 2016 
Outcome of final consultation presented to Cabinet for 
review. 

18 May 2016 
Subject to final Cabinet Member ratification of the 
decision, a public notice will be written and published 
at any affected schools and local communities. 

 
We will work hard to keep to this timetable, but if we have lots of different opinions to 
consider or new ideas that we hadn’t previously thought about, we may need to change 
this. You will be able to find the most up-to-date information about this review and the 
timetable on our website. 
 
You will have the opportunity to provide your views during both the options review phase 
and the consultation phase. The information packs will provide information on how you can 
give feedback, including the dates for any briefing sessions. Briefing sessions will only be 
held during the formal consultation phase. 
 

6 January 2016 
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I hope that this clarifies the situation, and I look forward to receiving your comments on the 
options and the subsequent consultation proposals. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
NIKKI EDWARDS 
Assistant Director, Education and Learning  
Children and Young People’s Services 


