
Ashley Basketball  
 
Sainsbury’s School Games Organiser Jeffrey Hoey has been visiting the school over the spring term to promote Basketball.  Year 9  
pupils took part in a one off training session with the Leiston Links coach who put pupils through their paces with a fun and energetic 
PE lesson.  Pupils from Year 9, 10 and 11 have also had the opportunity to improve their skills during the lunchtime Basketball Club.  
The school hopes this will continue to promote this fantastic sport and encourage more pupils to attend local clubs.  If Jeffrey receives 
enough interest , he will be organising and running sessions at local venues. 

FA Soccer Skills 
 
The school was delighted to have FA Soccer Skills coach 
Matt Potter back to organise and run a KS2 lunchtime    
football club.  Pupils have been improving their football 
skills in a variety of fun games and activities during the 
spring term.  Mr Payne is also working alongside Matt and 
as a result, completing the FA Primary Teachers’ Award.  
This award was designed to help school staff with a basic 
awareness of the contribution of an invasion game 

(football) to the Physical Education Purpose of Study at KS1 and KS2. 

Speech & Language 
 
A big thank you from the Speech Language and Communication team for all the parents who came in  to meet with us over the past 
few weeks. If we didn’t get the chance to see you and you’d like to meet with us, please contact the Office to arrange a time. 
Our new timetables have started this term with lots more functional communication (smiLE) groups and some new therapies including 
Colourful Semantics. 
Well done to the six pupils who completed the term’s sensory circuit-Mikey H, Daisy S, Maxi T, Alastair B, Lydia B and Benjamin T.  
We have been so pleased with circuit and the significant effect it has on the day’s learning. The sensory circuit is continuing this term 
with a few more pupils joining; all of whom have made a positive start! Well done! 

Parents/Carers Get Together, Beccles Venue 
 New this term 
 
We would like to invite you to join us for a cuppa and a chat. Building on the success of the already established Parents and 
Carers Get Together held at school; it was thought that a similar group meeting in the more rural part of our catchment 

could be helpful to families. Helping to lessen the travelling to Lowestoft.  
The drop in is an informal opportunity to meet and find out more about our school. It is also a chance to talk over any concerns you may 
have about your child. Having an opportunity to meet other parents/carers for a chat can also be a great support.  We know being a 
parent/carer can be the best job in the world but it can have its challenges too. Need a listening ear? Want some info? Could do with 
some guidance? Then drop in is the place for you.  
 

Who can attend the Parent/Carers Get Together? 
Anyone who has a child enrolled at our school.  Parents / carers need not attend every drop in, just as and when they want to. 

When/where do the meetings take place? 
Meetings will take place the last Tuesday of each month between 1.15 pm and 2.45pm at:  

Butterflies Children’s Centre, Castle Hill, Beccles, NR34 7BQ 
There are also regular similar meetings held at the school on Monday/Thursday afternoons.  

It would be great to see you, so why not give it a go?   
For more info please call Sam Bover Tel: 07769937599 or contact school.  

Get Togethers at Butterflies Children’s Centre are booked for: 31st January 2017,  28th February 2017 & 28th March 2017 

Newsletter January 2017 
Welcome to The Ashley School Academy Trust January Newsletter. 

Visit our website at www.ashleyschool.co.uk  
Facebook: The Ashley-School Academy Trust or see   

https://www.facebook.com/The-Ashley-School-Academy-Trust-201492629958562/  
or Twitter: tas_ac or see  https://twitter.com/tas_ac 

Text Messaging Service  
From January 2017 we will begin using a new text messaging service to communicate with parents/carers and in the longer term via 
email. We will use this service to contact parents/carers with reminders for school activities: annual reviews, trips, performances, 
medical appointments and when appropriate, school closures. You will also be able to respond to these messages directly from your 
mobile device. We will be looking to send out test messages on Wednesday 25th January so keep an eye out for it to arrive on your 
mobile device. To maximise the efficiency of the system please remember to contact the school office when you change your mobile 
telephone number or to let us have your email address. 

Payment Card Machine 
We are now able to take payments 
due to the school for all activities 
e.g. school lunches, trips etc. by  
debit card (and/or credit card).  
Payment can be made at Reception 
or over the telephone. We hope that 
parents/carers will take advantage 
of this new payment option when 
making payments to the school. 

Parental Surveys 
In February we will be introducing Parent     
Surveys to enable us to monitor parent/carer 
views on many aspects of school activity. Whilst 
we endeavour to maintain an outstanding    
provision for our pupil’s education, we welcome constructive comments on what we do, 
both positive and negative. We will try to address all issues raised and discuss any concerns 
with you using this new method of formal feedback. Whilst surveys may be returned      
anonymously it would help us greatly, when looking at your comments and if you are raising 
any specific issues, if you could put your contact details and pupils’ name/class on the back 
of the survey form. The surveys will be introduced to coincide with future annual reviews. 
You can also always leave your comments on the Ofsted website:  
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?destination=give-your-views 

Hi all, 
I just wanted to introduce myself, my name is Lee Humphreys and I joined the wonderful PFS team here at The 
Ashley School Academy Trust after the November half-term, taking over from John Jones who moved onto     
pastures new. I bring a varied mix of experience to the already vast wealth of knowledge in the team, having 
spent nine years serving in the Armed Forces, nine years working as a Drug and Alcohol Practitioner and also 
working in both a mainstream school and a Pupil Referral Unit. Within my role in the PFS team, I will be taking a 
lead with Online Safety in the School. 
Lee Humphreys 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! Welcome to our January 2017 Newsletter  

Term has started really well with everybody returning after the Christmas break and settling down to work.  

Staff started the term further improving our skills with Alex Kelly Ltd. And we have been exploring the theme of ‘truthfulness’. 

This is a short but important term especially as Year 11 prepare for their examinations and options after The Ashley School.  

Consultation on Post-16 Travel Policy in Suffolk for 2017-18 
Suffolk County Council is seeking your views about its proposed Post-16 Travel policy for 2017/2018. The consultation is running from 4 
January 2017 to 10 February 2017 and would be grateful to receive your views on the draft policy for 2017/2018.  
 http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/consultations-petitions-and-elections/consultations/  
Please do take a look and express your views on travel for Post 16’s via the online survey or email  
Post-16TravelConsultation@suffolk.gov.uk  

https://www.facebook.com/The-Ashley-School-Academy-Trust-201492629958562/
https://twitter.com/tas_ac
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=debit+card+logos&view=detailv2&&id=7418F3AB2129A0CE38A87F68A3B8AB397E8DEB0E&selectedIndex=2&ccid=wl7GSuHC&simid=608006523897318954&thid=OIP.Mc25ec64ae1c2ace69e39b366cbee5f15H0
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Online safety 
If parents and carers  want to check the parental control settings at home, I have found some helpful video guides from the four main 
internet providers in the UK to aid you in doing this: 
Firstly – search for ‘UK Safer Internet Centre’ and enter the site. 
Then – Scroll down and click on ‘parents and carers’ 
Then – scroll down and click on ‘Parental controls offered by your home internet provider’ 
This will then give you the option to click on internet provider that relates to you.   
 

For any parents and carers that have already spoken to the school with concerns about the current apps the children are using, i.e 
‘musical.ly’, ‘Hangout’ and Roblox’, I will be sending out an information leaflet with more information in the near future.  
In the meantime, if you have any worries or concerns about your child on the internet, please feel free to get in contact with me at the 
school.  
Lee Humphreys 

Independent Travel Training  
Thirteen of our Year 11 pupils have now been referred to Independent Travel Training run by Essex County Council and Norfolk County 
Council. They are learning about road safety, personal safety, stranger danger as well as using public transport. The sessions are on a 
one to one basis, take place within school time where appropriate and are tailored to individual needs. There is no cost for this service.   
Please call me if you would like further information on this service.  
Louise Holmes KS4 Transition Support Worker 

Firstly, I would like to add a huge and sincere thank you to each parent and carer for supporting our pupils throughout last term.    
Keeping us up to date with the comings and goings of ‘home life’ really does make a difference in school. I have been delighted to see 
so many of our pupils receive achievement awards, merit certificates and subject specific rewards and this is largely due to the support 
that they also receive at home. We have, particularly with the colder weather, had a number of clothing items go ‘missing’, could you 
please clearly label every item of clothing to help us get it back to the right pupil as quickly as possible. Most of our pupils are extremely 
good at organising their equipment for their lessons and it is noticeable across the key stage at how independent pupils are becoming. 
Please could you also remind your child to have a pen, pencil and their Planner every day to take with them to every lesson . Our 
Year 8s will be having their Annual Review appointments later this term, as well as participating in sporting events such as Cross    
Country on  March 3rd and World Book Day on February 23rd. We have begun rehearsing for Snape, Dance East and ‘Joseph and his 
Amazing Technicolour Dream Coat’ so more information will be coming your way, if your child is involved in any of these productions. 
Happy New Year from KS3 – Mrs E Simpson 

Keystage 2 had their Entry Day about people of the past. Everyone dressed up and joined in with lots 
of different activities:  sailing in a Viking long boat, Egyptian face painting and making World War Two 
planes. 
Everyone had a wonderful time! 

Parents and Carers Get Together  
At the last Parents and Carers Get Together held in school, Emma Wicks and Kelly Chillman from our Speech and     
Language department joined us to talk about the work they offer across the whole school. This was a great               
opportunity to learn more about sensory circuits and the smiLE intervention.  
On the 2nd February Sara from Top cats will be joining us to talk about the opportunities available to our young    

people at their after school and holiday scheme. It would be great to see you.  
Sam Bover  

Term Dates - 

Pupils break up for the half term on Friday 10th February and return to school on Monday 20th.  
 

Attendance - 

A big well done to the following pupils who attained 95% to 100% attendance during last term! 

 

 

4P 

Billy Ray 
Lewis  
John  
Megan  
Eddie  
James  
Kledi  
Jan  
Leighton  

5L 

Deimantas  
Ben  
Leo 
George  
Max  
Daisy  
Maisie  

6S 

Gabrielle  
Kieran  
Eugene  
Oliver  
Rhiannah  
David  

7B 

Alastair  
Sammy  
Stephanie  
Luke  
Harrison  
Chloe  

8R 

Courtney  
Ben  
Connor  
 

 

8M 

Rhys  
Harry  
Conor  
Tom  
Riley  
Harley  
Eoin  
Mia  
Matty  

9B 

Kieran 
Rhys 
Taylor  
Ewan  
Connor  
David  
Cerys  
 

9S 

Harry  
Joshua  
Jackie  
Joshua  
Jack  

10C 

Aiden  
Shane   
Adam  
Jade  
Tommy  
Dylan  
Tom 
Kacey  

10H 

Lucy  
Reece  
Jordan  
Keeley  
Luke  
Elina  
Brandon  
Amee  
Max  

11A 

Kyle   
Kieron  
Jack  
Gary  
Eli  
Michael  
Nicholas  
 

11Mc 

John  
Crystal  
David  
Callam 
 

Premises  
 

As part of our objective to continue to improve the environment within school to promote outstanding learning opportunities for our 
pupils we have been busy developing a programme of building improvement works across the site. 
Many of you will be aware of the fundraising we undertook in the Summer for a new Sensory Room. After a magnificent effort we have 
raised over £16,000 and we are in the process of reviewing quotations received for the installation of 
this new equipment in the summer holidays. 
Many visitors will have already noticed the landscaping of the areas 
adjacent to the swimming pool and during the summer we developed 
an outdoor learning area in the gardens of Key Stage 2, including mud 
kitchen and bug hotel. 
We have also bid for funding to replace two of our oldest oil boilers 
with new modern energy efficient gas boilers.  
We have also recently gained planning permission to replace all remaining single glazed windows and wooden doors across the site with 
aluminium / uPVC style modern, efficient double glazed systems and will now work to a phased approach to undertake this project. 
We have also obtained planning permission to install air conditioning into 3 x classrooms in Key Stage 4 and also to the Drama Studio to 
improve the level of comfort in those rooms and hope to complete this work before the beginning of the summer 2017. 
We also plan to replace old kitchens in both residential houses following two years of redecoration in residence. 
We will also be looking to create a new modern 21st century IT classroom in school before the new school year in September. 

We have over the past two 
years developed and           
implemented a painting      
programme which has already 
seen large parts of both the 
main school and Residence 
redecorated.     Further areas 
are programmed for future 
years. 

Information Technology 
During the last 3 years we have invested over £300,000 
in our IT infrastructure and equipment. This has          
included the complete re-wiring of our IT networks, new 
switches, our own broadband connection, Wi-Fi          
provision across the school and a comprehensive CCTV 
system. In the classroom we have invested in both     
laptops and iPads for use by pupils within the           

classrooms. During the 
summer we also installed 
75” Interactive Touch 
Screen panels, replacing 
the old whiteboards, in 
each classroom across the 
school site. 

Pupils from Class 7B (Joshua, Harrison, Luke, Dylan, Sam & Rudi) along 
with Unilever Pensioners Association (Anglia) Committee Members: 
Mac Yallop, (Chairman), Norman Laughland (with his wife Linda) and 
Rodney Durrant sitting on the new furniture the school was able to 
purchase following the magnificent donation of £2,253.12 to The   
Ashley School Library, including a £1,000 match contribution from 
Barclays Bank plc, Lowestoft. Also purchased were additional library 
storage racks, a new mat for group reading  and over £500 of new 
books. 

Luke demonstrating the signing in of a 
book to Unilever Pensioners Association 
(Anglia) members using the Library 
computer system. 


