
Grand Prix League Finals  
 
The sun was shining for the final round of the NCFC Grand Prix League, held at Bowthorpe, Norwich.  Thirty pupils represented the 
school in what proved to be a thrilling finale to another successful year at this popular event.  For all their efforts and determination 
the U14 Boys’ team finished third place behind Eaton Hall and Sidestrand.  However, they have played some fantastic football this 
season and played a huge role in entertaining the crowds with some brilliant contests.  Ashley Athletic also came in third place,    
pushing the other teams all the way with some passionate performances.  Ashley United ended the season as the U16 Boys’       
champions, showing consistently good performances with a great team spirit.  The U16 Girls team were fantastic throughout the 
event, regardless of the lack of teams entering this year.  They took part in a variety of football activities and games and were a credit 
to the school.  Well done to all the pupils for their efforts in this year’s event and a huge thankyou to all the staff for their support at 
all three rounds. 

High Schools Panathlon Festival  
 
Pictured below are the Ashley School Academy Trust team who 
took part in this year’s High Schools’ Panathlon Festival, held at 
the Water Lane Leisure Centre.  The team took part in a series of 
sports, games and relay races, accumulating points for the 
squads overall score.  Pupils did fantastically in all activities, 
showing great sportsmanship throughout, and finished in fourth 
place overall.  Well done team! 

EASS Anglian Special Schools Athletics  
 
Pupils and staff were treated to some fantastic conditions at 
the annual East Anglian Special Schools Athletics event.  This is 
an excellent occasion for TASAT pupils to challenge themselves 
against the best athletes in Suffolk and Norfolk at the UEA 
Sports Park.  Pupils from all Key Stages took part in a series of 
track and field events consisting of long jump, shot putt, javelin, 
50m sprint, 100m sprint and 50m/100m relays.  The team did 
exceptionally well, managing to come in first place in sixteen 
events, second place in twenty-two events and third place in 
eight events.  This was enough to retain the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Team Trophies as well as the EASS Overall Team Trophy.  Many 
congratulations to the pupils for all their efforts and thank you 
to the staff for their support on the day. 

Emma Holloway Football Festival  
 
RAW Soccer held the annual Emma Holloway Football Festival on Wednesday 21st June for pupils from Key Stage 3.  Thirteen pupils 
represented the school and were placed into Ashley A and B teams.  Matt Potter, FA Soccer Skills Coach, led a fun and energetic warm 
up and skills activity prior to the main event.  Teams then took part in a round robin style event, which consisted of teams from The 
Warren School, Ormiston Denes Academy and St John Leman High.  Congratulations to the Ashley B Team who finished in first place 
and to Ashley B Team for finishing in third place.  Pupils received a medal and certificate for their efforts, awarded to them by RAW 
Soccer manager and football coach Phil Woolnough.  Pupils were superb throughout the event and demonstrated excellent       
sportsmanship towards their opposition. 

Tri Golf 
 
The school was very grateful to Caldecott Golf Club for 
sending in their professional coach Mark Tungate, who 
organise some fun tri-golf sessions for our Key Stage 2  
pupils.  Pupils took part in a variety of fun golf game and 
activities during Friday lunchtimes, providing them with an 
opportunity to improve their golf skills.  Additional to the 
Key Stage 2 sessions, Mark also supported our Key Stage 4 
pupils in their curriculum PE lessons.  The sessions were a 
great success and will be available for our pupils next year, 
with the possibility of some trips out to our local golf 
courses. 

Newsletter June 2017 
Welcome to The Ashley School Academy Trust June Newsletter. 

Visit our website at www.ashleyschool.co.uk  
Facebook: The Ashley-School Academy Trust or see   

https://www.facebook.com/The-Ashley-School-Academy-Trust-201492629958562/  
or Twitter: tas_ac or see  https://twitter.com/tas_ac 

Parents and Carers Get Together  
On Thursday 6th July at 1pm at school it would be lovely to have as many of you as possible join us. We have invited   
parents and carers who are new to our school. Maybe you could offer some tips to support them during the move to The 
Ashley School from another school?  

Why not come and welcome our new parents and carers, or just meet up with other parents and carers, whilst you enjoy a relaxed 
afternoon. It would be lovely to see you all.  
Sam Bover (Pupil and Family Support Team) 01502 565439 

Plant Sale 
On 6th to 8th of June KS4 pupils ran our annual Plant Sale. Unfortunately the weather was very bad with wind and rain, but parents and 
carers still turned out to come and support this annual event. KS4 pupils undertake units of study in Horticulture as part of their City 
and Guilds qualification and have to help set up and run a small business enterprise. Staff and pupils 
would like to thank all those who have supported 
our sale this year and hope you enjoy your hanging 
baskets, pots and bedding plants. We hope to see all 
of our customers again at next summer’s sale. 
Mr McCallum & Mrs Penstone 

If your child has ‘Snapchat’ please take the time to read the information sheet sent out with this newsletter. 

Speech and Language  
The Speech and Language Team are excited by all the lovely summer shows, trips and activities week. The pupils have all worked so 
hard this year in a variety of therapies and groups and we have seen some amazing progress from lots of the children. 
This term we would like to say a massive well done to Megan in 4P, who has shone every week in our smiLE group. Megan has proved 
herself to be a lovely supportive friend and gracious winner. A big well done to David in 6L who has made fantastic progression in our 
social awareness group.   
We will be at the Key Stage 2 and 3 performances so please come and say “hello” if you have any questions. 
Ms Chillman and Mrs Wicks.   

Jungle Book 
Ashley School pupils enjoyed watching a fantastic production of “The Jungle Book” by M & M Productions on Friday 19th June. There 
was dancing, singing and acrobatics with great audience participation and wonderful acting, scenery, lighting and music. Children of all 
ages were  thoroughly engaged and it was a real treat! 

A big thank you to all the parents and carers that completed the NFER survey. We really appreciate the feedback 
and will take it forward in our Parents and Carers Get Together group. Below are some of the key findings: 

 % of parents who agree “Overall, I 

am satisfied with my child’s 

school” 

% of parents who agree “The school   

provides a safe environment for my 

child” 

% of parents who agree “My child 

is happy at school” 

KS2 100% 100% 100% 

KS3 & KS4 94% 97% 94% 

https://www.facebook.com/The-Ashley-School-Academy-Trust-201492629958562/
https://twitter.com/tas_ac


The children in Key stage two have been working with our friends Kim and Alfie from Aldeburgh Music again this term. On Wednesday 
21st June Kim and Alfie came into school to rehearse songs with years 5 and 6 in preparation for their visit to the bandstand on         
Aldeburgh beach. During the morning the children also had time to record their favourite songs which had been introduced to them by 
Kim and Alfie since September. The children requested, ‘Mad Moon’, ‘Whose Pigs are These?’ , ‘Alien’, ‘Polar Bear,’ ‘Bonnie’ and ‘Fire.’ 
The children have added their own lyrics to all but one of these songs. Year 4 have also been involved with the writing of the songs on 
the occasions they joined with Year 5 to work with Aldeburgh Music. One line which they contributed impressed everyone. A verse 
about water was given the lyrics, “Tsunami in the bath”- brilliant words from a Year 4 pupil.  
On Friday staff and pupils from years 5 and 6 travelled to Aldeburgh beach to perform on the bandstand accompanied by Kim and Alfie. 
After enjoying a picnic lunch in the sunshine the children took to the stage. Two of our youngsters were chosen to introduce us and the 
songs we would sing and then they opened the show. For the first time our singing was accompanied by four lads playing the guitar and 
their timing and rhythm was spot on. The singing and signing from all those on stage was brilliant and their enthusiasm was shown in 
their signing and movements. The children certainly deserved the loud round of applause and cheers they received as they took a bow. 
Another successful music event for our youngsters. Thank you Aldeburgh Music for your support. 

In year 4 we have been learning about Noahs Ark , we also went on a trip to   
Minsmere where we did some pond dipping and looked at different habitats and 
Redwings to see how water is important for horses. 
 

5L visited the Time and Tide Museum to learn about the Titanic. The children 
spoke to one of the first class passengers , learned to waltz and dressed up as the 
passengers. 
 

In year 6 we are designing and creating a water park working in pairs to design a 
map and describing our various rides. We will then be producing a leaflet to show 
off our attractions! We have also linked in water safety and the water cycle. 

KS3 have had a very busy few weeks. There have been a number of educational visits which the pupils have enjoyed,    
including the ‘Try a Bus Day’ organised by Louise Holmes, which was very enjoyable, on the school site for the Year 9s. The 

Year 7s enjoyed their trip to see the Titanic exhibition at the Time and Tide museum. 
As part of our reward system, all of the KS3 pupils took part in a ‘festival’ where they enjoyed den building, storytelling, face painting 
and tattoos, strawberries, dance and rounders. We thoroughly enjoyed the M and M production of “The Jungle Book“ and are looking 
forward to our own performance of Joseph later this month.  
Many of our classes have achieved their ‘non uniform’ target too, which has been a credit to their hard work in lessons and working as 
class teams to achieve this. It has been a privilege to lead the KS3 assemblies each week where so many achievement awards, merit 
certificates, Lexia, maths awards and sporting certificates are given out and I am proud of every pupil in KS3 for the 
individual progress that they have made.  
With transition approaching, many of our pupils are getting excited about the transition 
days on 6th and 7th July where they will get to know their new tutor and take part in many 
different activities.  
Our Activities Week is also fast approaching, so if your child has not sent in their choices, 
please do so asap. Thank you, Mrs Simpson.  

Moving On Evening – We had a great evening with many Key Stage 4 pupils and their families joining us to chat to activity and support 
providers. The evening was to support our young people’s involvement in the community and their independence as they move on from 
school. Please contact me if you would like information on activities and support available.  
 
Year 11  - many of our Year 11 continue to enjoy work experience opportunities and college visits helping them with their transition 
from school. 
 
Independent Travel Training – most of Year 11 have completed their Independent travel training to and from school and some have 
completed this for their college journeys too. Some of our Year 10 are now beginning their travel training and this will continue into 
Year 11. 

Try a Bus Day 
 
Pupils in Year 9,. 10 and 11 got the opportunity to ‘Try a Bus’. it was a successful and rewarding day for all. They learnt about a wide 
range of factors such as how to identify your correct bus, the safest place to sit, what to do if things don’t go to plan e.g. the bus 
doesn’t come. They asked the driver for a ticket and spoke with him later in the session to find out more.  
Both the driver and his supervisor said what a valuable and enjoyable experience the day was for them too, which can only be positive 
for our pupils. 

Term Dates -Pupils break up for the Summer Holidays on Friday 21st July.  

Summer Activities Club -  August 2017 
This summer we will be running a Summer Activity Club again for four days.  
The sessions are focused towards current years 6-11.  
The sessions focus upon team work, trying new activities and having fun. We will be looking for feedback from all the pupils taking part 
as well as parents and carers thoughts on how things went.  
Places are being taken up, although we do currently have a few spaces left. So if you would like further information or have yet to send 
in your booking form, please contact school.  
Thank you. Sam Bover.  
Tel 01502 565439 

The Ashley School Academy Trust 
Family Fun Games Evening 

Friday 30th June, 6.00pm – 8.00pm 
The Parents and Carers group are hoping raise funds to support the school.  

Tonight we will be getting together for an evening of fun, we will be playing some great team games 
and enjoying some sausage and chips! We look forward to seeing all those who are attending.  

Sam Bover  

SENSE 
The Ashley School Council have been approached by the charity ‘SENSE’ who support people who are deafblind. They are asking for 
donations of unwanted good quality clothes and shoes, handbags, bric-a-brac, DVDs, CDs, video games and similar items to sell in their 
charity shop. Money raised goes to support fun activities, workshops and all sorts of specialist help so that people who are deafblind 
are as included as possible in the community. 
All pupils and staff have been given a charity bag along with a list of items for donation. If you feel that you could donate some items, 
please return the bags and donations by 14th July which is the day the charity will pick up the bags. This activity ties in very well with 
our Year 10 Beliefs and Values, as we have been studying the true life story of Helen Keller who faced the difficulties of being 
deafblind. 
Thank you in advance for your support. Mr J McCallum (Chair of School Council). 

Nicholas Everitt Park | Oulton Broad | Lowestoft | NR33 9JR  

This is a fun packed activity throughout the summer holidays covering a range of water sports and on land 
activities including a fancy dress trip to Burgh St Peter!  

Young people will have the opportunity to try:  
 

sailing, kayaking,  
canoeing, raft building, boat trips  

and treasure hunts 
Aged 8 + 

 

 Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4pm each day 
Cost per day is £30 or £125 per week  

Call Sarah on 01502 587163    

Marina Theatre Discount 
If your child likes theatre and gets a DLA you may be able to get a discount for them and an adult carer when making a booking at the 
Marina Theatre, Lowestoft.  
I’ve just booked for myself + two children who go to the Ashley to see “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat” (on 26-30 
Sept). The children were both given concessions and my ticket was heavily discounted after I’d shown the DLA letter.  
 So, take along your latest DLA letter as proof when you go to book tickets; staff will scan it and put it on their system so it’s on record 
whenever you  
Want to book tickets for that child. When you book, ask for a price for a disabled child and a carer. I’m not sure how much of a        
discount we can get (I did ask and didn’t get a clear answer), so it might be dependent  
on what the show is, the original ticket prices and how quickly it’s selling. But, on the basis that a discount always helps it’s got to be 
worth doing! 
Juliet (Parent)  


