
SNAPE 
On Friday the 10th March twelve students from Key Stage 3 travelled to Snape Maltings to take part in 
the Celebration of Schools Music. The children had been learning three songs to perform, “Thank you 
for the Music” by Abba, “Restore Me” by Sarah Jewell (last year’s celebration finale song) and 
“Benjamin”, a song written by Ricky Tart. It was exciting to be given this song by Ricky as the words 
related to Benjamin Britten the founder of Aldeburgh Music and this year’s performance was to be a 
special one as it was the 30th Birthday of Celebration of Schools Music.  
The students had met with Alfie and Kim from Aldeburgh for a one hour workshop in school to 
prepare them for their on stage performance. For most of the pupils it was their first trip to 
Snape and they were a little nervous, but also very excited. Once there, we were shown to our 
dressing room with views over the marsh land. Kim and Alfie met with us and we went for our 
rehearsal with them on stage. It was magical to watch the student’s faces when they realised 
the size of the stage and auditorium. After rehearsing we had time to explore outside, before 
attending a workshop, with other schools, led by the composer of the finale song, “Come to my 
Party”, Gwyneth Herbert. The students were soon singing along confidently and using signs to 
help them remember the words to this new song.  After a short break it was time to join the 
other six schools on stage to rehearse the song together. It was a great experience for them all 
to be singing as part of a large choir, with over 200 children. 
In the evening we took to the stage and put on an excellent performance of our three songs. During the interval staff and parents 
came to praise the students and thank them for a brilliant performance. The students were amazed by the music of the other schools 
and talked about how talented some of the younger children were. Last thing was the big finale song, we took to the stage and with 
smiling faces gave our all to make this Birthday Celebration something special. Before leaving the stage Gwyneth Herbert came and 
posed with our students as promised. As we left our dressing room the students were asking “when can we come again? That was 
awesome!” Mrs Delf 

Speech and Language  
 
This month the Speech and Language team said goodbye to Michele Hall, our Speech and  
Language Therapist who is starting her next adventure; maternity leave! Michele has been a 
fantastic therapist for the pupils at our school and all of us 
are very sad, but excited for her. Good luck Michele! 
 

Sarah Baillie will be returning to the team to cover Michele’s 
maternity leave from May 2017. Sarah was based at The 
Ashley School for 9 years until 2015, so she has excellent 
experience in working with our pupils and staff. 

 

All of our pupils have been working really hard this month in sessions, we’d like to say a BIG well 
done to Lydia for excellent progression in her smiLE group, and Eleanor B for being a fantastic   
mentor in a Social Language group. 

Food Technology 
 
As part of their Food Technology studies, some Year 10 pupils   
recently went on a visit to our local Tesco supermarket. They were 
invited behind the scenes to see the bakery and stock areas in   
action and even had the opportunity to hold and examine seafood 
from the fresh fish counter. They learnt about how bread is made 
and back in school we tried out the hot cross bun recipe using tips 
from staff at Tesco. All pupils listened and behaved well and gained 
a lot from the experience. Mrs George 

DofE 

Congratulations to 

Crystal, Gary, Michael, 

Kyle and   Samuel for 

completing their Duke 

of Edinburgh Bronze 

award last year!  

Independent Travel Training 
Congratulations to Kieron, Gary, John, Samuel and Crystal for achieving their Independent Travel Training certificates. Many of the 
Year 11 pupils are undertaking this training and are all doing brilliantly under the careful supervision of Travel Trainer Allison  
McCowen. Following their Annual Review Meetings, some of our Year 10 pupils have also been referred for travel training and are to 
begin this in the summer term and will continue it in Year 11.  
Louise Holmes Transition Support Worker 
 
Easter Holiday Activities at The Marina Theatre 
Activities include:  

‘Make it Up!’ - Transform yourselves & each other with professional stage make-up techniques, tips & tricks 
‘Musical Theatre’ - Leap into the world of Musical Theatre with our talented & experienced team! 
‘Fight Club!’ - Learn the basics of stage combat, how to create realistic (but perfectly safe!) fight sequences. 
‘Blood, Guts and Gore’ - Get ‘hands-on’ & let your imagination run wild with fake blood, gaping wounds and fake eyeballs! 
‘Song Writing’ - Could you be the next Ed Sheeran? Come & learn skills to compose your own songs.   

Newsletter March 2017 
Welcome to The Ashley School Academy Trust March Newsletter. 

Visit our website at www.ashleyschool.co.uk  
Facebook: The Ashley-School Academy Trust or see   

https://www.facebook.com/The-Ashley-School-Academy-Trust-201492629958562/  
or Twitter: tas_ac or see  https://twitter.com/tas_ac 

Outreach 
We continue to develop our staff training sessions in 
mainstream settings. Some of the recent focus has 
been the use of visual supports in class and activities to 
support memory skills. The team are currently involved 
in providing SENDAT outreach support for 80 schools 
in the area together with facilitating TALKABOUT 
groups in Y5 and Y6 at The Ashley School. 

Red Nose Day 
 
On Friday 24th March the pupils and staff at The Ashley School took part in a morning of fun activities, games and competitions to raise 
money for Comic Relief. School Council reps had been busy during the week running up to Red Nose Day selling the red noses at 
lunchtimes, and sold every single one. There were many stalls run by pupils across KS3 and KS4, including Pie Face, The Peg Game, Name 
the Cartoon, Eggcellent Chinese Takeaway, Red Nose Bowling, colouring competition and dancing. Staff were busy doing hair braiding and 
staff and pupils ran a nail bar. Mrs George and a team of pupils sold cakes, biscuits and popcorn in the Food Tech room. Of course, Red 
Nose Day would not be complete without making it a non-uniform day, and pupils came to school dressed in a wide range of casual   
clothing and fancy dress. The event was a resounding success and a great deal of fun was had by all. School Council are very pleased to 
announce that the total raised this year stands currently at £689, and would like to say a huge thank you to everybody who took part. 
Mr J McCallum  

It is nearly Easter and time to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 

We have had a busy spring term and staff have been really pleased to see the progress pupils have made across their 

curriculum. Enjoy reading our March newsletter and we look forward to more fun and learning in the summer term. 

https://www.facebook.com/The-Ashley-School-Academy-Trust-201492629958562/
https://twitter.com/tas_ac


Last July our friends from Aldeburgh Music 
came along to meet our pupils in           

preparation for the work they would be doing during 
the Autumn and Spring terms. All key stage two pupils 
have worked with Kim and Alfie learning new songs and 
making up their own songs too! As part of this work 
year six travelled to Snape for the Big Sing in November 
and by the time you read this letter Key Stage two     
pupils will have performed to their parents and carers in a concert to celebrate the songs they have enjoyed. I think the children would 
agree with me that the sessions have been great fun. 
Last term the key stage two children were looking at people from the past and in the music lessons the focus was on Mozart. On Friday 
24th March some of the pupils from Years 5 and 6 went to the Marina Theatre to hear some of the music written by Mozart, played by The 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. This was a great opportunity for the pupils to experience a trip to the theatre as well as to see professional 
musicians playing different instruments in a friendly setting. K. Delf 

Year 4 pupils learned about Vikings and made a Viking long boat using card and bottle tops for the shields.  
They used chalks to create the effect of moving water , then ripped it into pieces to make a rough water effect. 
Year 5 pupils learned about Egypt and used chalks to create a dessert and sky. They then cut out and 
placed silhouettes of the Pyramids and camels on top of the background. 
Pupils have been learning about healthy living and in Art Year 4 and 5 created wallpaper with a fruit 
and vegetable print on it. Ms Chambers 

Key Stage 3 pupils have been learning about the artist Arcimboldo and painted fruit and vegetable faces inspired 
by his work. 
Some pupils used hama beads to make different types 
of fruit which helps to develop their  fine motor skills. 
In design Technology, some of Year 7 have been    
learning how to make pop-up cards with a waving 
mechanism.  
They learned how to use graphic writing and colouring 
techniques to enhance their work. 
Stephanie designed a card with a dogs ears popping 
out of the sides, Josh designed his to have a dogs tail 
wagging, and Dylan created slenderman so his tenticles come out of the sides of the card 
when it opens.  
Ms Chambers 

Exams and Assessments 
Congratulations to our Year 11 pupils for the mature and calm way they have approached assessments for Entry Levels and GCSEs this 
term. Keep up this great attitude for next term! Year 10 and 11 pupils (and staff!) have been working hard to complete the paperwork 
needed for their Flex and Flash units. 
 
Star of the Month 
February – John T (11Mc) for a huge improvement in his attendance, which helped his class win the attendance cup. Also for approaching 
challenges positively and having a great sense of humour. 
March – Keeley (10H) for working with staff to help her deal calmly with problems and for being a great friend to other pupils, helping 
them enjoy activities.         
 
Reward Trip 
Most of the pupils in KS4 will be going to Harry Potter World on Thursday 30th March as a reward for good behaviour in lessons and  
social time. Sadly a few pupils had to be withdrawn from the trip because of poor choices about their behaviour. We hope that ALL KS4 
pupils will be able to attend the summer trip to Pleasurewood Hills. 
 
Moving On Evening 
This takes place on Tuesday 27th June 6-8pm. This is an evening for all parents and carers in KS4 to find out about opportunities for 
sport, leisure, independent travel and other support in the community. Transition between school and college is a time of great anxiety 
for families and many parents and carers have found it reassuring that there are activities and support agencies for our young people 
once they leave us. Letters will go out nearer the time but please put the date in your diaries. 
 
Alison Alder, KS4 and SEAL/PSHE Lead. 
 
 

Term Dates  

Pupils break up for the Easter holidays on Friday 31st March and return for the Summer Term on Tuesday 18th April.  
 

Please note that our PD Day on Friday 26th May 2017 will now be a normal school day and the PD Day has moved to  
MONDAY 5th JUNE 2017 instead.  
 

We will have a new lunch menu after the Easter break, this can be found at- 
http://www.ashleyschool.co.uk/our-learners/lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter 
 

Week 1  
3rd April - 7th April (5 days) 

 Week 2  
10th April - 13th April (4 days) 

   

The Oulton Broad Water Sports Centre is running a fun packed week for anyone 
aged 8-16 during the Easter and Whitsun school holidays.  

Activities take place on land and the water, and no previous experience is required!  
Cost per day is £30, four days is £100 & 5 days is £125. 
(Please provide your own breakfast, snacks and lunch) 

If you would like to book a course or wish to find out more please call  
01502 587163 or email obwsc@ashleyschool.co.uk 

Parents and Carers Get Together meetings  
 

So, in case you did not know we have regular meetings for parents and carers. We have two meetings a month. One at The 
Ashley School and the other in Beccles, we use the Butterfly Children’s Centre as a venue. The meeting is very informal and 
friendly. It is a good opportunity to meet other parents and carers or If you have any questions about school. We also have 
visiting speakers join us from time to time speaking about a range of topics, which may be of interest.  

The next meetings arranged for next term are 25th April, 1-2.30pm Beccles and 27th April 1-2.20pm at school. Mrs Alder, PSHE lead will 
be joining us to speak about PSHE and how we teach about sex and relationships in school. She will also be available for a general chat. 
(27th April 1-2.20pm). Hope to see you at one of the meetings. Sam Bover  

Summer Activity Club 

We understand that the summer holidays can be a long period and finding activities to do during this holiday can be 
a struggle. We are hoping to set up another summer club for a week during August for children aged 11 – 14 years 
old who attend our school, it will run for four days in August (21.08.2017 – 24.08.2017).  
The summer club will be based at The Ashley School Academy Trust and will be broken down into two sessions a day: 
A morning session running from 9.30am  & an afternoon session running from 1pm – 3.30pm   
 

Each session will have a different activity/theme and will be based on site at school and in the local area. Further information and           
registration packs will be sent out after the Easter break, this letter is to see who would be interested in attending the Summer School. 
There will be a cost of approx. £10 for each session, which will need to be paid in advance. Each session has a maximum of 12 places and 
will be taken on a first come first basis. For further information.  Please contact Sam Bover.  

PSHE 
6L 
This term, 6L have been finding out how and why their bodies are going to change as they reach puberty. This is a topic that many pupils 
find difficult but the class have been very sensible and focused. The final lessons were about how babies are made. Next term we will be 
talking about personal care and hygiene as their bodies change. It would be great if you could discuss these lessons with your child so they 
feel confident to talk about this challenging part of growing up. If you have any questions please email me on aalder@ashleyschool.co.uk , 
contact me via the school office or talk to the PFS team. 
KS3 and KS4  
We have been finding out about how drugs work, different types of drugs and are now looking at alcohol. Pupils have been exploring how 
people know how much alcohol they are drinking and the risks of drinking too much. This is part of our wider aim to teach pupils how to 
make informed and safe choices in adult life.  
Alison Alder, KS4 and PSHE Lead. 

Whitsun 
30th May– 2rd June (4 days) 

 
The day will start at  

8.30am and end at 4.00pm 

mailto:aalder@ashleyschool.co.uk

