
A Surprise for Year 6! 

Year 6 pupils had a lovely surprise on Monday 21st September when they 
were presented with their own special dictionaries by the Rotary Club of 
Lowestoft. Tim Lott, a representative from the Rotary Club and Ashley 
School Governor, gave out the “Dictionary For Life” copies and showed the 
pupils the beautiful drawings and clear layout inside, which will help them 
look up words in the dictionary. Staff will then work with pupils to encour-
age them to eventually use them independently.  

The Ashley School is also looking forward to working with the Rotary Club 
when six Year 11 pupils enter The Young Writers’ Competition later on this 
year. They will write a story or poem entitled “Our Beautiful World” and a 
local writer will be working with the youngsters to develop ideas for the 
contest. More to follow in future newsletters… 

Mrs Redrup and Mrs Simpson. 

Suffolk FA return for some skills coaching with Year 6s. 

Matt and Sarah from Suffolk FA Skills team have returned to school this half 
term maintaining our great partnership. They are working with 6S and 8R. 
Most of these youngsters were lucky to be involved in the coaching last year 
so the team are able to revisit what they had learned and build and develop 
new skills. Everybody is really enjoying the sessions. 

Thanks to Matt and Sarah J 

 

Lots of smiley faces as year 6 line up with Matt and Sarah form the Suffolk FA 
Skills team. 

Rugby World Cup 

The Rugby World Cup is now into the second games of the group stage. The PE department have made a big 

display so that the children can follow the scores, with particular interest in the home nations, plus South 

Africa of course for Mr Bowker in residence.  

In lessons we are trying to learn some new rugby skills and improve on the ones we learnt last year. We have had some great catches in 

the “bread basket” ! Parents and Carers ask your youngsters to show you what this means. 

Autumn Antics Week 2015 

Half term week: 26th—30th    October. The day will start at 8.30am and end at 4.00pm. 

During the week you can try… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cost per day is £30, cost for all five days is £125. (Please provide your own breakfast, snacks and lunch) 
If you would like to book a course or wish to find out more please call 01502 587163 or email obwsc@ashleyschool.co.uk 

Newsletter October 2015 
Welcome to The Ashley School Academy Trust  

October Newsletter. 
Visit our website at www.ashleyschool.co.uk  

Pupil and Family Support Team  

A big welcome back to school from the Pupil and Family Support 
Team. I hope everyone has managed to get back into the swing of 
school life. It’s lovely to see everyone in their new school uniform 
looking smart. It’s great to see all our new pupils who have joined us 
this year, you have all settled nicely into “The Ashley way” and we 
can see that some pupils have grown a lot over the summer!!!!  

We hope that everyone has had a chance to settle into their new 
tutor group and has managed to remember their new timetable, it 
can be difficult to remember what room for which class especially 
for those who moved from Key Stage 2 into Key Stage 3.  

As autumn draws in and the days get darker just a quick reminder to 
wrap up warm on those cold mornings and remember your          
waterproof coat on those wet days. Nobody wants to catch a cold!  

The Ashley School Outreach Team 

It has been a busy start to the term as we  

continue our involvement with 3 local High 

Schools. In addition, we are supporting 20  

children in  Schools including 3 schools who 

have requested support for the first time; 

Brampton Primary, Benhall Primary and 

Fressingfield Primary.  We also continue to 

provide resources on a short-term loan basis 

to schools.  Parents and schools continue to 

evaluate our service at the  end of the period 

of support,  allowing progress to be tracked. 

Pupils are re-visited during the term following 

our dedicated support 

Please return any outstanding data collection sheets to the 

office as soon as possible to   ensure we have the correct      

contact information. Thank you.  

A big welcome to Michelle Hall, 

our new Speech and Language 

Therapist who will be joining us on 

Mondays and  Wednesdays.  

Welcome back! Here is our first newsletter for 2015/16 school year.  

The summer holidays seem a long time ago now but it was great to see everyone back and hear all about the exciting 

things staff and pupils had done over the summer. For the school this included many jobs over the holiday to improve our 

buildings and ICT networks.  

We have had a brilliant start to term including welcoming some new staff;  

Mr Graham, KS3 LSA. Ms Cross, KS3 LSA. Mr Marland, Lead for Creative & Expressive Arts,  DT teacher & KS4 tutor.  

Beth and Amanda, Care staff for House 4. 

Enjoy reading our newsletter, Ms Garrett 

The Waveney Project—FREE Fun Showcasing Event 
Saturday 24th October 

1pm—7pm  
Lowestoft 6th Form College 

 
A chance to find out who is offering services in your area and 

an opportunity to learn about- 
Art, Drama, Music, Boccia, Archery, Horticulture and more!  

 
For more information you can email- 

Sasha.Jenner@mencap.org.uk 
Or you can visit the facebook page- 

www.facebook.com/TheWaveneyProject 
 

http://www.facebook.com/TheWaveneyProject


Welcome back to a new year at The Ashley School to all of our Key Stage 3 pupils and their parents and carers after the summer break. 
It was great to see our young people coming into school looking extremely smart and grown up in their new uniforms. They seem to 
have had a great time during the summer and were excited to be back at school meeting up with their friends again.  

We would also like to wish a warm welcome to those of you who are new to Key Stage 3 and those who are completely new to the 
school. We look forward to seeing you all in the near future so we can meet up and start putting names to faces. The majority of our Key 
Stage staff are the same this year, however we would like to officially welcome our new Learning Support Assistants working with us in 
Key Stage 3, Mr Graham (who joined us at the end of last year) working with Mrs Burton’s class and Mrs Cross who has joined us this 
year supporting Mrs Shields’ class. Mrs White continues with Miss Berry’s class and Mrs Rayment with Mrs Redrup’s, while Mrs          
Burwood is now working with Mr Tweddell’s group. 

It has been a very busy start to the term with pupils joining in numerous clubs and getting ready for future events as well as taking part 
in their lessons. The current School Council are in the process of organising the new School Council elections and our pupils are getting 
ready to choose their class representatives to sit on the Council on their behalf. Preparations have also started to get ready for the next 
Key Stage 3 performance under the guidance of Mrs Shields. The team are planning a show with a Christmas theme to perform during 
the festive season.  

Practices are also taking place for the first big sporting event of the year. Good luck to all our footballers who will be taking part in the 
first round of the Powerleague in October. We look forward to letting you know of their progress in the next newsletter.  

Colin Tweddell - KS3 Leader 

Our new Year 10s have settled in well and are showing a very positive attitude to their learning. Congratulations to Callum M in 10Mc 
for being our first “Star of the Month”. I am pleased that as well as having a team of paid lunch time helpers, we also have a group of 
volunteers who sit with KS2 pupils at lunchtimes, helping them eat their food and behave calmly. Some of this voluntary work will count 
towards pupils’ Duke of Edinburgh Community Service. 

Our seven Transition Ambassadors are also working well in the school community, running clubs and supporting new pupils. Four pupils, 
Amber W, Lewis C, Cameron S and Kieron K, attended Waveney Youth Council at Lowestoft 6th Form College on September 22nd.       
Cameron spoke confidently to the whole council about the work the ambassadors are doing. We had a visit from Peter Aldous, MP for    
Waveney, and Mark Bee, Leader of Suffolk County Council on September 23rd. They talked to many key stage 4 pupils, attended two 
Maths lessons and heard about the challenges our pupils can face as they move into adult life. 

Some important dates: 

Wednesday 21st October – Presentations at 2pm and 6pm about Independent Travel Training for parents and carers of Year 9, 10 and 
11. Also on this afternoon, Year 10 Settling In meeting – an opportunity for parents and carers to come in and meet their child’s form 
tutor for an informal discussion about the first half term in KS4.  

Tuesday 10th November – Pathways Evening from 6.30pm. An opportunity for parents, carers and pupils to meet and talk to               
representatives from the different colleges and providers who offer courses and support to our pupils after Year 11. 

November / December – Year 11 annual reviews and planning meetings. Please contact the school if you are unable to attend the     
appointment you are sent. We will do our best to rearrange it. 

Key stage 2 would like to express a very big Thank You to all the parents that were able to 

attend and support our ‘Macmillan Coffee Hour’. The staff provided cakes, tea and coffee. The 

children enjoyed seeing parents in class and being able to show them a little bit of the things 

we do in lessons. Thank you to all who donated to the cause, we raised a fantastic £56.62. 

Year 6 have really enjoyed learning about their topic of ‘Chocolate’ following the journey of 

the cocoa bean, the different climates it is grown in as it becomes chocolate. In DT Year 6 have 

designed their own chocolate bar wrapper and in music have begun composing an advert for 

chocolate.   

Years 3,4 and 5 have been exploring their topic this term of ‘Ourselves’. Looking at healthy 

eating and  how our bodies are made of bone and muscle. They are also learning about    

different feelings and emotions. 

KS2 are looking forward to visiting St. Margaret’s Church on Monday to celebrate the Harvest 

Festival. Thank you to all of our parents/carers who have donated food. We will let you know 

about our visit in the next  newsletter! 

Parents Get together   
 
The Parents Get Together meetings are continuing once a month on alternative Monday and Thursday afternoons 1:00-
2:30pm. Last year it was great to see many parents and carers joining us when they could. Hearing your ideas about 
school was really helpful too. The group is very friendly, informal and everyone is welcome. It would be lovely to see 

more of you so why not give it a try? If you have already joined us why, not encourage another parent or carer to join us?  The next 
terms dates have been set and hopefully you would be interested in coming along. It’s a good opportunity to meet other parents and 
carers as well as have a chat about school, maybe find out the answer to general questions you may have about our school.   
The dates for the get together meetings are;  
Thursday 24th September – New term, hopes and wishes.  
Monday 19th October – Sam Lichfield from the Learning Disability Children and Adolescence Mental Health Services (LDCAMHS) will 
be joining us for part of the afternoon to offer advice about this service. 
Thursday 19th November-To be confirmed 
Monday 7th December - Mrs Redrup, our English Co-ordinator, will be joining us to share some ideas of how to support your child at 
home with reading, spelling and writing. She will also speak about how English is taught in school.  
Thursday 14th January – Louise Holmes from Activities Unlimited will be joining us to tell us all about the Activities Unlimited scheme.  
So please save those dates, write them on your calendar or put them in your phone dates.  
If you would like further information about the get together please contact the school and ask to speak to Sam Bover.  
Thank you.  

Scope's Independent Support Service in Suffolk  
 
As an Independent supporter working across Suffolk, I would like to introduce and inform you of 
the Scope Independent Support Service.  Please feel free to forward this information to the 
families and/or young people you feel would benefit and also colleagues, providers and oth-
ers services that you feel would be interested. We welcome the opportunity to talk to providers 
about our service and are able to attend meetings, support groups, parents evenings and other 
forums. 
 

What is Independent Support? 
The Independent Support Service provides free advice and support for parents of children and young people up to the age of 25 with 
Special Educational Needs, through the new Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) assessment processes including new              
assessments or transfers from  statements and Learning Disability Assessments (LDA's) to EHCPlans. 
 

How Independent Supporters can help you 
Our Independent Supporters will offer a range of time-limited support such as liaison across different agencies, support and advice 
on the Education, Health and Care Plan assessment process. The level and nature of that support can be tailored to your particular 
needs. 
 
Scope Independent Support Coordinator for Suffolk: Sue Willgoss 
Tel: 07963257631 
email: susan.willgoss@scope.org.uk 
Facebook page: Independent Support Suffolk 

KS4 Continued... 

College Visits – Mr Walton is in the process of fixing up visits to local colleges for Year 11 pupils. The colleges also hold open evening 
events for pupils, parents and carers. 

Lowestoft College – Monday 9th November 5.15-8.15pm 

Otley and Easton Colleges – Saturday 10th October, 5th December and 30th January 10am -2pm 

Great Yarmouth College – Saturday 17th October 10am – 1pm 

We are also planning to take some pupils to the North Suffolk Skills Academy at Halesworth. 
All these providers have websites where you can find out more about the opportunities they offer. 
Advanced notice – On Monday 16th November pupils from KS4 and selected pupils from KS3 will be watching a drama production 
“Chelsea’s Choice” about personal safety online and in relationships. It is a hard-hitting play but one which carries important        
messages about recognising risks and making safe choices. Work will be done with pupils in PSHE both before and after the           
production. 

Alison Alder Key Stage 4 Leader 

 

Talkabout Project 

Following the success of the pilot project last year, we are now running Talkabout groups with Year 10s, 7B and 8R. “Talkabout” is a 
structured programme which teaches pupils about communication and social skills as well as helping develop self-awareness. The 
project links directly to the work we do to help pupils develop the social and emotional aspects of their learning (SEAL). 


