
Summer School 
This year we ran a Summer School during the last week of the summer holidays, we had an amazing, fun filled time! Here’s some of 

what we got up to… 
Fun with food and Fire 
Monday saw the group having fun with fire and food. Mary Berry wasn’t available so Sam lead us through 
this amazing culinary experience! 
Whacky Olympics 
Monday afternoon saw us dressed up in togas competing in the Whacky  
Olympics, taking part in some crazy alternative Olympic sports. Eat your heart 
out Rio!  Sharnicas the Greek Games master led the fabulous games.  
MOVE & GROOVE 
Tuesday morning saw John getting into the groove, the group strutted their 
stuff and pulled some shapes!  

Pirate Adventures  
Wednesday afternoon saw the school taken over by swashbuckling pirates on a high seas adventure! 
 

The Ashley School staff would like to thank all the children for making Summer School 2016 such a success and for the parents for their 
enthusiasm in supporting this new venture. Thank you to all staff who have contributed to the organising of the week.  

Food Technology  
In Food Technology this year pupils are going to be using some ingredients that have been 
grown on site from seed in the Horticulture department. Some Year 10 pupils have already 
made a tasty apple crumble using apples from our very own tree, and we have plans to use 
tomatoes, cucumbers and green beans in our cooking over the coming weeks. It is great to 
see the journey of food from start to finish and the results have been very tasty! 

Music 
Once a week we welcome two peripatetic teachers from County 
Music Service in to the school to give some of our pupils brass or 
percussion tuition. In the past we have had students that have 
worked towards Level 1 and Level 2 on trumpets with Mr. Flack 
and Level 1 or 2 on drums with Ed Geare. All the students that 
have been selected to take these exams have successfully 
passed. I would like to congratulate Daniel Cusack for passing his Level One Drum exam this 
summer. This year one of our pupils, Mia, will be working towards her Grade one guitar exam 
with her tutor, Ed Geare. This will be the first time that one of our students has worked        
towards this exam. I wish Mia well in her studies and look forward to hearing her practising on 

Wednesday afternoons.  
This year Key Stage 2 will be working with musicians from Aldeburgh Music who will be joining us for music which will focus on our IPC 
topics. This half term our theme is “Our World” and we will be exploring sounds and songs relating to things we experience every day 
like transport and weather. During our first session with Aldeburgh Music we enjoyed singing a song about the moon. We look forward 
to Kim and Alfie teaching us some more of their exciting, fun songs. 

KS2 Sports Festival 
Over forty parents attended the very first Key Stage 2 Sports Festival, held at the end of the Summer term.  All Key Stage 2 pupils took 
part in this exciting new addition to the sports calendar, using their skills on an array of games and    
activities.  Pupils were split into small groups and completed eight different games, consisting of       
football, egg and spoon races, sack races and much more.  Pupils, staff and 
parents had a fantastic 
afternoon and are    
thoroughly looking   
forward to the next 
event.  Thank you to all 
the Sports Leaders who 
supported staff with 
running the event. 
Mr Deacon 
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Welcome to The Ashley School Academy Trust Newsletter. 
Visit our website at www.ashleyschool.co.uk  

Pupil and Family Support Team  
We would like to say a massive welcome back to all the pupils at The Ashley School Academy Trust. It was lovely to see everyone returning 
to school safe and sound after having a lovely six week break for summer.  
New pupils to school appear to be finding their way around and settling in nicely.  
There has been a lot of change for some of our pupils when returning to school: moving from one class to another or making the big       
transition from one key stage to the next. The Pupil and Family Support Team would just like to say well done to everyone for making the 
effort and coping with the change as it’s not an easy thing to do. 
Just to remind you that we would love to see you at the Parent and Carer Get together afternoons if you are available. The next one is on 
the 26th September at 1pm and everyone is welcome.  
If you have any concerns or would like some advice or support, do contact us at school.  
Pupil and Family Support Team  

English  
All pupils have made a very good start to the term and are busy writing their first assessed writing task about their summer holidays. They 
are focusing on improving spelling, punctuation, grammar and handwriting. 
Many youngsters have already been reading more than three times a week with an adult at home. If you can encourage your child to read 
at home with you then their reading will improve over time and they also receive more merits! 
Mrs Redrup 

Speech & Language 
The Speech and Language team would like to welcome all pupils back after a lovely summer holiday. We have started our therapies now, so 
those children being seen, should be coming home with their Speech and Language books to let you know 
what’s been going on in the weekly sessions. 
We’ve also been really busy planning our daily Sensory Circuit for some children 
at school. The sessions run first thing in the morning and ,with the help from 
Occupational Therapist Sharon Brown, we have planned a Sensory Circuit with 
active (to prepare our brains for learning), organisation (to organise the body 
and plan their movements) and relaxing (to be calm and ready to return to class) 
activities to help increase responsiveness and focus during the school day. 
We believe it also promotes engagement with peers which will develop an 
awareness of others. Here are some photos from our first few days. 

“Jeans for Genes”  
 

On Friday 23rd September we will be raising money for “Jeans for Genes”- for a £1 donation you can come to school in your jeans! One in 
25 children is affected with a genetic disorder, money raised will go towards the charity to help find a cure. 

What an amazing start to this academic year. The sun is shining, and all our pupils are back in school with our  
school attendance at  96.4% 

Thankyou for your support in ensuring that ‘Every Day Matters’ 
I hope you enjoy reading about what our pupils are learning, celebrating their successes and are able to join our ‘Parent’s Get  

Togethers’ and coffee mornings later this month. 
Sally Garrett—Head Teacher 



We are very pleased with how our new Year 10s are settling in to Key Stage 4; they are showing a very positive attitude and we hope 
this continues. I am particularly pleased with our new lunchtime helpers who will be receiving training from Margaret in the kitchen to 
help them do a good job. 
Our new Year 11s have also settled down quickly and are working hard on their exam courses. Over the next two months they will be 
visiting different colleges to help them begin to make decisions about their future. 
Please remember all KS4 pupils have PE on a Friday afternoon and need to bring suitable kit for their activities. Some pupils also have 
Outdoor Education this term as part of their foundation learning: a Year 10 group on a Tuesday afternoon and a Year 11 group on a 
Thursday morning. Some Year 11s are doing the Willow project on a Thursday morning where they go to Carlton Marshes and will be 
working outside.  
A letter will be going out shortly with important dates this term. Please check each day for letters as they are often given out at the end 
of the day when there is no time to write in planners. If you have a message, please write it in your child’s planner and ask them to 
show it to their teacher.  
Alison Alder 
KS4 Leader 

A big welcome back to KS3, including our new Year 7 group. Mrs Simpson has moved from KS2 to be our new KS3 Leader and Mr     
Marland joins us from KS4 to be a Year 8 tutor; they’re both looking forward to the term ahead with their new classes! 
 A reminder that our KS3 lunchtime clubs are running again - choose from time in the Library, fun with Lego in Modelling Club or take 
part in some sports and join a team.  
Our Macmillan  coffee morning is on Friday 30th September, we’re looking forward to trying some yummy cakes and raising money for 
a great charity. 
Year 7 are excited about their trip on Friday 16th to watch the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra at the Marina Theatre. We hope they have 
a great time and we can’t wait to hear all about it.  
Mrs Simpson 
KS3 Leader 

6L have been learning about “Our World” and how we all 
fit together as part of our IPC work. We have looked at 
how we like different things, we have also looked at     
landmarks around the world.  

5L have been learning about trees and leaves as part of our 
IPC topic- “Our World”. We have measured trees and 
leaves, made leaf prints and bark rubbings and               
investigated the things that live in trees.  

The topic for KS2 for this half term is “Our World” and in 4P we 
have investigated healthy eating, making vegetable soup and 
fruit salad. We examined vegetables under a magnifying glass 
and tasted different fruit. 
We collected leaves and twigs, made bark  and leaf rubbings and 
painted leaves  to create an autumn display, 
We also created hand print apple trees. 

Summer Ball 
 

We would like to say a huge thank you for the generous donations from local companies towards our raffle for the       
Summer Charity Ball. 
The Ball and fundraising has accumulated a total of just over £16,000 which was beyond 
our expectations. 

We are now in the process of planning the Multi Sensory Room with a 
variety of nationwide companies; we are able to provide an amazing 
resource with even more facilities than we had ever dreamed was 
possible.  
Mrs Wicks and Ms Chillman  

Term Dates - 

The last day of this half term is Thursday 20th October (Friday is a staff training day)  
Pupils return on Monday 31st October. 
 

Attendance - 

A big well done to the following pupils who attained 95% to 100% attendance during 2015/2016!            
Lets hope we see even move names on the list next year. 

 

Every day matters!  

4P 

Ben  
Megan  
Leo 
George 
Jan 
Maisie 

5L 

Gabrielle 
Eugene 
Liam  
Max 
Rhiannah 
Maxi 
Keelan  
 

6S 

Alastair 
Chelsey 
Courtney 
Luke 
Harrison 
Chloe 
Ben 
Connor 

7B 

Rhys 
Alex 
Tom 
Riley 
Harley 
Chloe  
Emily 
Matty 

8R 

Eleanor 
Harry C 
Harry D-P 
Joshua 
Conor 
Eoin  
Leah  
Jackie  

8S 

Samuel 
Taylor 
Joshua 
Ewan 
Connor 
Abigail 
Jack 
 

9B 

Adam 
Elina 
Jade 
Bubacar  
David 
Amee 
Mya 
Shannon 

9T 

Aiden 
Shane 
Jordan 
Keeley 
Luke  
Dylan 
Thomas 
Kacey  

10A 

Kyle 
Kieron 
Jack 
Gary 
Eleanor  
Michael 
Nicholas  

10Mc 

Adam 
John 
Crystal 
David 
Callam  
Dominic 
Samuel 
 

11H 

Daniel 
Liam E 
Liam F 
Mitchell 
Rebecca  
Cameron 
Amber  
 

11M 

Dylan 
Lewis  
Luke 
 

Parents and Carers get together dates 2016-2017 
 
26th Sept Monday – Welcome back, any questions, catch up. 
13th Oct Thursday- Aaron Wright, Ashley School Deputy and exams/awards officer-  discussion on options available for KS4 and        
assessment and progress monitoring. 
14th Nov Monday- Anti bullying awareness and e-safety.  
15th Dec Thursday- Claire Hitcham, Ashley School maths leader- ideas to help you support your child with maths. 
16th Jan Monday- Emma Wicks/ Kelly Chillman- Speech and Language– all you may want to know about communication skills.   
2nd Feb Thursday-Topcats Activity Centre speaker Sara Poppy. 
20th March Monday –Louise Holmes, Ashley School, transition/work experience. 
27th April Thursday- Alison Alder, Ashley School, PSHE/ relationships  
22nd May Monday- Involve Centre, Bev Patnell will speak about activities on offer.  
22nd June Thursday –Andy Deacon, Ashley School, to raise awareness of sports in and out of school.  
6th July Thursday- Transition info and new parents and carers invite.  
Guest speakers in orange text to be confirmed.  

Wales 2017! 
 
When?  5th-12th May 2017 

Who and Where?  20 +pupils from Year 7 to Year 10 along with pupils from Priory  School 
and Stone Lodge Academy.  
Travel? By coach  

Cost? We have worked really hard to keep the cost down, but as we are all aware costs are on the rise. The cost for 2017 including 
travel, accommodation, food and activities, will be £475. 
8-10 staff will be accompanying the trip. 
Pupils will be away for a whole weekend and a school week. 
Location: Christian Mountain Centre (CMC) Pensarn Harbour, Llanbedr, North Wales, LL45 2HS 
www.cmcpensarn.org.uk   We continue to use this centre primarily because of the way the staff 
interact with the youngsters and the    quality of activities they provide. 
Activities include: canoeing, kayaking, sea kayaking, mountain walking, climbing, overnight camp 
for some, archery, gorge walk, raft building, paddle boarding and sailing. 
We ask for a £50 non refundable deposit if you would like to secure a place for your child. For 
more information on the trip please contact the school on 01502 565439.   

Disabled Persons Free Travel Bus Pass  
Suffolk County Council provide a free bus travel scheme on local bus services for disabled people during the following periods: 

 between the hours of 9.30am and 11pm Monday to Friday 

 all day Saturday and Sunday 

 all day on Bank Holidays 
 
You are entitled to this if you live in Suffolk and meet the eligibility criteria. Further information on the scheme and eligibility can be 
found at www.suffolkonboard.com or by contacting the Information Line on 0345 600 0659.  
You can apply for the Free Travel Pass online at www.suffolkonboard.com/concessionary-travel or request an application form on the 
Information Line. You can also pick up a form from libraries and Suffolk County Council offices. Please contact Louise Holmes,        
Transition Support Worker at the school if you would like further information or any support with an application. 
Mrs Holmes 

http://www.suffolkonboard.com
http://www.suffolkonboard.com/concessionary-travel

